


Current Mediation Processes

Towards a more inclusive Global Governance

Civil society 1s more than ever pledging for more transparency and participation in the multilateral system.
Bridge Initiative supports a process aiming at offering representatives of civil society organizations and
multilateral institutions the opportunity to jointly design and endorse a platform on an open process to
reform the multilateral system.

In order to move towards this goal, Bridge Initiative organizes and moderates events which:

* Reinforce the position and cohesion of civil society

¢ Allows representatives of multilateral institutions and civil society to confront their positions

¢ Publicize the need for solutions to global challenges through large-size events

Reconciling Agriculture and Trade

The shortcomings and near-failure of the current multilateral trade regime are now public, particularly in
agriculture, which represents nevertheless a vital sector for Humanity. Agriculture is one of the areas were
a new, efficient and legitimate global governance is necessary. Is it possible to conciliate fair and efficient
trade regulations with the demands and principals put forward by farmers and their movements?

Since 2004, Bridge Initiative facilitates a group gathering people from different sides, thus contributing
to the dialogue between different perceptions of the relation between agriculture and trade. After three
meetings in Geneva (2004), Dakar and Paris (2005), the group arrived at a consensus against export
subsidies. Bridge Initiative is currently launching a new dialogue process to fill the gap in multilateral
trade negotiations on agriculture.

Water for All

Non-governmental associations, experts, international institutions, government, and private sector have
all been debating for many years without finding points of agreement on water issues. In this context,
Bridge Initiative has engaged on the proposal of the French Development Agency a constructive dialogue
between the different actors involved to build up a strategy aimed at having Water recognized as a public
good. Two meetings of the multi-stakeholder group on Water for All have already taken place: in Paris
(2005) and Dijon, France (2006), focusing on access to water, sanitation, and its financial aspects.

Reinforcing Civil Society within the Arab World

‘While major players in international relations refer to the so-called “clash of civilizations”, Bridge Initiative
reinforces the role of civil society in the Arab world by bringing key players to take part in specific
meetings in this geographical area, and identifying and promoting innovative partnership opportunities.
This transversal approach is also facilitated by the integration of representatives from Arab countries
within the frame of other mediation processes supported by Bridge Initiative.

Renewing the Public Sphere

Instead of creating the conditions for democracy, dominant medias are contributing to separate people,
create tensions and misunderstanding. Is it still possible to avoid that? Could an intelligent use of new
technologies lead to the creation of a new type of mass media, which would be open, participatory and
democratic? For moving towards this direction, Bridge Initiative gathers media professional, civil society
organizations and institutions for a collective reinvention of the Public Sphere, as at the London (UK),
April 2006 meeting on “Globalization, Public Sphere and Medias, from critical analysis to a renewed
constructive approach”.

Major Events Organized

Open UN - New York, Sept. 2005

A public dialogue on the Eve of the Official UN Summit in September 2005, about Millennium
Development Goals and UN Reform, which comprised three moments:

* The Civil Society Forum

¢ A Dialogue with official summit participants

e A Political and Cultural Event

Reinventing Globalization 2006 - Lyon, France, Oct. 2006

This process, initiated in New York in 2005, aims at building new strategies and alliances within civil
society. Organized as a partner event of the Forum for a Responsible Globalization, RG 2006 gathered
people from the whole world with a good diversity of networks and actors. Participants shared their
beliefs ands experiences on globalization, and proposed follow-up groups to build alliances and strategies
within civil society.

Studies

In order to move forward in its methodology and expertise within the mediation processes engaged, and
to explore paths for potential future projects, Bridge Initiative has also led the following studies:

Study on multi-stakeholder dialogue

In 2006, Bridge Initiative has initiated and conducted a study on multi-stakeholder dialogue within
mediation processes, notably referring to items collected during the Forum for a Responsible
Globalization. This study, available on our Web site, analyzed the expectations and impressions of the
different types of actors involved in dialogue on issues represented common challenges.

European Civil Society and its current dynamics

Three months of observation of the European Union and civil society have shown that civil society and
the inhabitants of Europe have been singularly absent from the process and dialogue of governance
until recently. The study has shown a pyramidal structure, within which all the actors interact according
to their capacity to exercise influence. Furope needs to reach beyond ideological cleavages and the
differentiation of the various political cultures.

mAdmunao

Bridge Initiative, together with Article 7, a multimedia press agency, is also playing an active part in the
development of madmunde.tv, a participatory documentary on-line platform for generating a bottom-up
approach on Globalization issues.



O.CHANGE TEAM

Biography of Patrice Barrat
Patrice Barrat is a founder and executive director of BRIDGE INITIATIVE INTERNATIONAL.

The goals of Bridge Initiative are to facilitate the emergence and the development of:

=> Reflection, agreements and action programs at national and international levels, in favour of social,
economic, cultural and political evolution

=> a neutral space for mediation to allow actors of globalization to take part in encounters, debates, media
events and to provide citizens with better quality information ( www.bridge-initiative.org)

The work of Bridge Initiative started in 2001, after Patrice Barrat — together with Evelyn Messinger from
Interact US, - had produced, a unique satellite dialogue (VIS-a-VIS: THE GLOBALIZATION DIVIDE) between
participants to the World Economic Forum in Davos and the World Social Forum in Porto Alegre.

Patrice Barrat is also a television Producer/Director and President of Article Z (www.articlez.fr), the Paris-
based multi-media production company that creates new formats such as daily documentary chronicles, and
the new format Mad Mundo which focuses on globalization issues from a citizen's perspective
(www.madmundo.tv)

Barrat has won many awards in 29 years of journalism, including the Amnesty

International award, BAFTA award, FIPA Golden Award and Adolf Grimme Preis for documentaries like
FAMINE FATIGUE, DROWNING BY BULLETS, the VIS a VIS series, SARAJEVO: A STREET UNDER SIEGE and
THE OTHER ALGERIA. Films he produced were also featured at the Cannes Film Festival (CONDOR: AXIS OF
EVIL) and in Locarno and Rotterdam (HOW ARNOLD WON THE WEST).

Barrat started in radio at RTL in 1976, was a foreign affairs correspondent for Nouvelles Littéraires, became
chief editor of Gamma Television and founded the television press agency Point du Jour in 1988. Patrice Barrat
also founded Internews Europe in 1995, a non-profit organization which launched several projects to support
television professionnals and productions around the world: in the Caucasus, in Algeria, in the Former
Yugoslavia. These projects received grants from the European Commission, UNESCO and UNHCR. He was the
first Secretary General of Internews International. Barrat was also a board member of INPUT (International
Conference of Public Television) of the One World Group or Broadcasters and of Causes Communes.

Biography of Karim Mahmoud Vintam

Karim Mahmoud-Vintam is 31 years old. He is General Secretary of Bridge Initiative and lectures in Geopolitics
at the Institut d’Etudes Politiques in Lyons. In the Article Z agency he is responsible for the development of the
French-speaking aspects of the www.madmundo.tv site, and is currently developing a co-operative
pedagogical strategic game project based on the key challenges of globalisation.

Tunisian and Breton on his father’s side, Guadeloupian and English on his mother’s, Karim studied to enter the
Ecole Normale Supérieure (UIm°® at the Louis-le-Grand Lycée. He subsequently studied Political Science in
Paris (Public Service section). It was at this time thathe did an internship with the French Embassy in
Guatemala, and deputised for the cultural attaché who was responsible for the Co-operation and Cultrual
Action department. He then continued his studies at the ESSEC business school,(Ecole Supérieure de Sciences
Economiques et Commerciales), where he obtained an MBA, and developed an interest in social
entrepreneurship. He has a passionate interest in cinema, and also holds a post-graduate degree in the social
sciences of religion. His thesis was on “The messianic mythology of Hollywood cinema”.

He began his career as advisor to the Chairman of the UGC YM responsible for developing full-length feature
film scenarii, and also running seminars arthe European Conservatory for Audiovisual writing in Paris. He then
became interested in documentary writing and became head of a documentary production company and
“script doctor” as a freelance for several companies. It was at this period that he met Patrice Barrat and
became a member of Bridge Initiative. In 2005 he agreed to accept the job of technical advisor to the President
of Greater Lyons, with responsibility for documentation, intellectual strategy and prospective management.
Together with Geneviéve Ancel, he became the co-ordinator for Dialogues en Humanité (the first international
forum on questions of humankind), before joining Patrice Barrat with whom he currently works.
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Biography of Pierre Mangin

Pierre Mangin is a consultant in interactive media. He is convinced of the revolutionary power of new
technologies and believes that democracy reigns in Cyberspace, and that this enables more sincere and fairer
new collective voices to be heard. He believes that the future is a collective creation rather than something to
which we are subjected. Global uncertainties and insecurities are making it more urgent than ever to prove our
collective intelligence. In this inevitable change-process, new media will play a key part, and will be developed
by two key populations: artists and young people.

After graduating from the Ecole Nationale Supérieure De Création Industrielle, he co-founded a design agency
in 1990.He developed the sphere relative to man-machine interface, designed a 3D mouse for a specialist
start-up in virtual reality, and took part in the Imagina exhibition with them. In 1997 he won a competition for
scenarii. The Organisation de la Francophonie invited him to participate in the Inforoutes Youth Forum in
Canada. He then represented this Forum at the inter-ministerial summit on new technologies in Montreal.
Between 1997 and 2000 he co-organised several Fora at the Futuroscope with the Conseil Général de la Vienne
and the European Commission, as well as with Bertrand Schneider, then Secretary to the Club of Rome.

In 1998 he invited 8o young people from 25 countries to “Interface with the Future” on the theme "“Projects for
Cyberspace”. Speakers were Philippe Quéau, Derrick de Kerkhove, Joél de Rosnay and Thierry Gaudin. Both
workshops and plenary sessions were retransmitted live on-line, followed by discussion with Internauts.

In 1999 and 2000 the Futuroscope World Symposium on Network Media had as their respective themes:

- “Global information society: actors and victims”
- “The Internet revolution and the Net Economy: for an alternative to the American model in a multi-polar
world.”

Between 2005 and 2007 he produces the WebTV for the Fés Forum — a soul for globalisation in the context of
the Fés Sacred Music Festival, followed by the Fés Festival of Soufi Culture
(http://www.dailymotion.com/Pmangin)

Since 2000 he has also worked as consultant in pedagogical project development. He is a specialist in e-
learning, and runs IT training projects for clients of the Demos Group.

Blog : http:/[futurs.org
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Rethink the world on the basis of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
in an open, young, popular process,

a playful, educational, festive participative coopetition

based on each of the Articles.

Provide a spring-board for a new political space between the actors of globalisation in all their diversity.

Bring all the disparate initiatives together under one roof
A virtual platform — real construction.
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