


T
ow

ard
s a m

ore in
clu

sive G
lob

al G
overn

an
ce

C
ivil society is m

ore than ever pledging for m
ore transparency and participation in the m

ultilateral system
. 

B
ridge Initiative supports a process aim

ing at offering representatives of civil society organizations and 
m

ultilateral institutions the opportunity to jointly design and endorse a platform
 on an open process to 

reform
 the m

ultilateral system
.

In order  to m
ove tow

ards this goal, B
ridge Initiative organizes and m

oderates events w
hich:

•
 R

einforce the position and cohesion of civil society 
•

 A
llow

s representatives of m
ultilateral institutions and civil society to confront their positions

•
 P

ublicize the need for solutions to global challenges through large-size events

R
econ

cilin
g A

gricu
ltu

re an
d

 T
rad

e
T

he shortcom
ings and near-failure of the current m

ultilateral trade regim
e are now

 public, particularly in 
agriculture, w

hich represents nevertheless a vital sector for H
um

anity. A
griculture is one of the areas w

ere 
a new

, efficient and legitim
ate global governance is necessary. Is it possible to conciliate fair and efficient 

trade regulations w
ith the dem

ands and principals put forw
ard by farm

ers and their m
ovem

ents?
Since 2004, B

ridge Initiative facilitates a group gathering people from
 different sides, thus contributing 

to the dialogue betw
een different perceptions of the relation betw

een agriculture and trade. A
fter three 

m
eetings in G

eneva (2004), D
akar and P

aris (2005), the group arrived at a consensus against export 
subsidies. B

ridge Initiative is currently launching a new
 dialogue process to fill the gap in m

ultilateral 
trade negotiations on agriculture.

W
ater for A

ll
N

on-governm
ental associations, experts, international institutions, governm

ent, and private sector have 
all been debating for m

any years w
ithout finding points of agreem

ent on w
ater issues. In this context, 

B
ridge Initiative has engaged on the proposal of the French D

evelopm
ent A

gency a constructive dialogue 
betw

een the different actors involved to build up a strategy aim
ed at having W

ater recognized as a public 
good.  T

w
o m

eetings of the m
ulti-stakeholder group on W

ater for A
ll have already taken place: in P

aris 
(2005) and D

ijon, France (2006), focusing on access to w
ater, sanitation, and its financial aspects.

R
ein

forcin
g C

ivil Society w
ith

in
 th

e A
rab

 W
orld

W
hile m

ajor players in international relations refer to the so-called “clash of civilizations”, B
ridge Initiative 

reinforces the role of civil society in the A
rab w

orld by bringing key players to take part in specific 
m

eetings in this geographical area, and identifying and prom
oting innovative partnership opportunities. 

T
his transversal approach is also facilitated by the integration of representatives from

 A
rab countries 

w
ithin the fram

e of other m
ediation processes supported by B

ridge Initiative. 

R
en

ew
in

g th
e P

u
b

lic Sp
h

ere
Instead of creating the conditions for dem

ocracy, dom
inant m

edias are contributing to separate people, 
create tensions and m

isunderstanding. Is it still possible to avoid that? C
ould an intelligent use of new

 
technologies lead to the creation of a new

 type of m
ass m

edia, w
hich w

ould be open, participatory and 
dem

ocratic? For m
oving tow

ards this direction, B
ridge Initiative gathers m

edia professional, civil society 
organizations and institutions for a collective reinvention of the P

ublic Sphere, as at the L
ondon (U

K
), 

A
pril 2006 m

eeting on “G
lobalization, P

ublic Sphere and M
edias, from

 critical analysis to a renew
ed 

constructive approach”.

O
p

en
 U

N
 - N

ew
 Y

ork, Sept. 2005
A

 public dialogue on the E
ve of the O

fficial U
N

 Sum
m

it in Septem
ber 2005, about  M

illennium
 

D
evelopm

ent G
oals and U

N
 R

eform
, w

hich com
prised three m

om
ents:

•
 T

he C
ivil Society Forum

 
•

 A
 D

ialogue w
ith official sum

m
it participants

•
 A

 P
olitical and C

ultural E
vent

R
ein

ven
tin

g G
lob

alization
 2006 - L

yon, France, O
ct. 2006

T
his process, initiated in N

ew
 Y

ork in 2005, aim
s at building new

 strategies and alliances w
ithin civil 

society. O
rganized as a partner event of the Forum

 for a R
esponsible G

lobalization, R
G

 2006 gathered 
people from

 the w
hole w

orld w
ith a good diversity of netw

orks and actors. P
articipants shared their 

beliefs ands experiences on globalization, and proposed follow
-up groups to build alliances and strategies 

w
ithin civil society.

In order to m
ove forw

ard in its m
ethodology and expertise w

ithin the m
ediation processes engaged, and 

to explore paths for potential future projects, B
ridge Initiative has also led the follow

ing studies:

Stu
d

y on
 m

u
lti-stakeh

old
er d

ialogu
e

In 2006, B
ridge Initiative has initiated and conducted a study on m

ulti-stakeholder dialogue w
ithin 

m
ediation 

processes, 
notably 

referring 
to 

item
s 

collected 
during 

the 
Forum

 
for 

a 
R

esponsible 
G

lobalization. T
his study, available on our W

eb site, analyzed the expectations and im
pressions of the 

different types of actors involved in dialogue on issues represented com
m

on challenges.

E
u

rop
ean

 C
ivil Society an

d
 its cu

rren
t d

yn
am

ics
T

hree m
onths of observation of the E

uropean U
nion and civil society have show

n that civil society and 
the inhabitants of E

urope have been singularly absent from
 the process and dialogue of governance 

until recently. T
he study has show

n a pyram
idal structure, w

ithin w
hich all the actors interact according 

to their capacity to exercise influence. E
urope needs to reach beyond ideological cleavages and the 

differentiation of the various political cultures.

B
ridge Initiative, together w

ith A
rticle Z

, a m
ultim

edia press agency, is also playing an active part in the 
developm

ent of m
ad

m
u

n
d

o.tv, a participatory docum
entary on-line platform

 for generating a bottom
-up 

approach on G
lobalization issues.

C
u

rren
t M

ed
iation

 P
rocesses

M
ajor E

ven
ts O

rgan
ized

Stu
d

ies
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